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The Changes of Food Offerings Presented from Relatives and
Participation for Confucian Seasonal Rites in Rai Family
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Abstract

Shunsui Rai (1746-1816), a Confucian of the Hiroshima feudal clan in the later Edo era, held Confucian

seasonal rites (33 times in both spring and autumn) and occasional rites (9 times in irregular seasons).

Food gifts used as offerings for the rites were presented from relatives, consisted of Shunsui’'s two

brothers (Shunpt and Kyohei), an uncle (Y6do), a disinherited son (Sanyd), and five marriage-

relatives. Frequency of presents and varieties of food depended on each relative, and habits for sending

offerings for the rites were succeeded by the next generations in the family of Shunpa, Kyohei, Y6do, and

Sany6. Some relatives helped arrange for the rites one day before and it was also succeeded by the next

generations. Two marriage-relatives continued to present and participated the rites even after the death

of the wives.

Key words : confucian household rites, seasonal rites, offering menu
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