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E O AT, I0HRORDVEIZEE SN END The Letter of Alexander to Aristotle” \ZBih
HmMFERE RTEEORBITEROEAMZ MR E L, F0E: - BIEOEHZELOECD 2 DO 5
JEITFRROBNT OB A EZE LTz, TOMR, HEOEVICE L TiE, KHEoBRIZBW T, HHkHE
B A R TIEITFER CTIIEERD —on L ZORETH B —an & —un RSN, FUIREBEELTIE -ons
—en WRONTH Y, EFEBEEEEZ RS EITEERIIM - 72 —an OFURE#EFAE IO SUR~DE A
BT TILHE > TWE I eV h ol 72, J:lf_\@ﬂﬂ:ﬂﬂ)quﬁi bROEZ o728MIEB 25 ~on
M5 —an ~NDELTH A 9 L9 Armborst (1977) OFgd % LFFT 20055 L7z THAE LDE W2

—an-

([ZB89 2 HFgE (4) ¢

15

B LCld, EHEaREEHE R —an 3MZLHFORBIGER & L THET2EEDH N £ o 72,
F 7o, BB EEE R —an & —en OHRBIIZ—EOMERNIZED SNV AR SN,
F—7—F . JREER, BFEE AR
H #kA= Kiffk 68, 15-20. 2019.
L 3L L LA, ﬁﬁ?%?ﬁ@ﬁ@ié?ﬁﬁ:t%bhé%
HEEEEF Beowulf # AT H L E, 2) DX HIZHEFHEE
WRFEINIC B 2B EE R R T BRI OBIRERICE L wRTIEITEER L LT -on. —eny —an. —un. —e ® 5 FHIH

Ty ECHHSNTW A HEFEO AP Davis (1930) %
Quirk and Wrenn (1957) 7 &l X % &, EiPHEIEE
T (1) ODOTHED X912 -on MR & S, AU
FBREEETIE (1) OO TFTHEBD X )12 —en HHELET &
ENTWVbE, ko (1) #EH S 172w (pres;present,
indic.indicative, sg.;singular, p.;person, pret.preterite,
pliplural, subj.;subjunctive)

(1) General Notes on Verb Inflexions
Tense
(D The pres. indic. pl. almost always ends in -ad, the
pret. indic. pl. always in -o7.

(2 Consonantal and most irregular verbs have a
dental suffix in all preterite forms (herian—
herede); vocalic verbs form the preterite with
changes of stem-vowel (bindan—>band—>bundon).

Mood

(® The pres. and pret. subj. sg. are in —e, pl. in —ex.

@) There are in general but two imperative forms, a
2 p. sg. in —e, -a, or without ending, and a 2 p. pl.
in -ad.

(Quirk and Wrenn 1957 : 41, Fii3EEH)

OFERPHEHLTBY .. RENREEFFEOAMEICH HIE
BIEOTRHR L TR ETEL TS (2D
Beowulf@&@?ﬁ% 3T AR ) o

(2) a. Beowulf 2
b. Beowulf 1212

beodcyninga brym gefrunon,
wyrsan wigfrecan wael
reafeden

¢. Beowulf 43 Nalzaes hi hine leessan lacum
teodan,

d. Beowulf 60 in worold wocun, weoroda
raeswaln],

e. Beowulf 905 lemede to lange; he his leodum

weard,

AFaTIE, HEFRIZBIT 28GR iR OB
N OR# % %3 % 729 12, British Library Cotton
Vitellius A. XV O &% (LT, /=97 2 VER) I
Beowulf 72 & & 2L & LT\ % The Letter of
Alexander to Aristotle (LLF. Alexander’s Letter) 23t
LB EB A R T IBIRERO S A - oL, F0
N OF & L oE N - BE O HZLOEND 2 D50
BENrOERET D,
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cwedon/123 :4 fundon/123:7 weron/123:9
ferdon/123 :11 ferdon/123:13 widstodon/123:15
cwomon/123b : 2 weeron/123b :7 heefdon/123b: 10
heefdon/123b :19 didon/123b:19 oneldon/124 :2
heaefdon/124 :3 hwefdon/124 :10 cwomon/124:11
weron/124 14 onetton/124 :14 feollon/124:16

2.  Alexander’s Letter \“E D 2

Alexander’s Letter \2 31} 2 \E K & /RS 5 MEHOE
kR (—on. —an. -un. -en. -e) DZTNEILOHBIE
B ANRIE T AL —onlE 314 B, —an 1E 58 Bl —un X1
Bl —en X 9Bl —e Z0BITH o720 RICEMBIZIRT weeron/124 17 waeron/124 :20 weron/124b : 4-5
OTEBENTw (BEOF OB (B ATH] 2R cwealdon/124b 15 forburnon/124b : 6 drugon/124b : 8
T)o heefdon/124b 9 gewiton/124b:9 ehton/124b :12

weron/124b :13 hefdon/124b:13-14

(3) a. -on (314 #1) heefdon/124b : 14 weron/124b : 15 weweron/124b : 18

107b:17 weron/108:3 healdon/108 :13
weeron/108 : 14 bugon/108 : 15 wunedon,108b : 10
weron/108b:14 oforcwomon/108b :14
oferswyddon/108b :15 geslogon/108b :18
weron/109:2 gewurdon/109:3 cwomon/109 :6
ofercwomon/109:6 oferswyddon/109 :7
onfengon/109:7-8 weeron®/109:16 stodon/109:18
beeron/109: 20 eodon/109b:1 sceawedon/109b : 1-2
weeron”/109b : 3 weron/109b : 4 gerimdon/109b : 5
waeron/109b : 10 hongodon/109b : 11 waeron,/109b : 13
waeron/109b : 16 waweron/109b : 18 waron/109b : 19
weron/118 :1 wrepedon/118 :2 wrepedon/118:3
stodon/118:4 weron/118:5 waeron/118:7
weeron/118 : 89 fundon/118 :18-19 swgdon/118 : 20
scoldon /118b:2 becwomon/118b :14
geleweddon/118b :17-18 gelwddon/ /119 :1
spunnon/119:2 wefon/119:2 tiolodon/119 :4
geleeddon/119:6 wweron/119:10 logon/119:13
ferdon/119:16 hwfdon/119:16 wegon,/119:17
leeddon/119 :17 wendon/119:17 ondredon/119 :18
forleton/119:19 genomon/119:20 aleddon/119b : 3
meahton/119b : 12 leeddon/119b : 15 weeron/120:4
wurdon/120:6 abweron/120:6 arefndon/120b:3
ferdon/120b : 3 ongunnon/120b: 11 weeron/120b: 12
hefdon/120b : 20 meahton/121:3 wegon/121 :3
leeddon/121 .7 wegon/121:8 bweron/121:13
weron/121:17 byrgdon/121:18 celdon/121:19
prgdon/121b : 7 wundredon/121b : 9 scoldon/121b : 14
weeron/121b 115 ferdon/122:1 biwriton®/122:1
swegdon/122 .2 gesawon/122:2-3 ongeaton/122 :4
gesawon/122:7 getawhton/122:8 bidon/122:10
noldon/122 :11-12 scoldon/122 :12 weeron/122:16
foron/122:17 haefdon/122b :3-4 sliton®/122b : 4
blodgodon/122b :4 fornamon/122b :7-8
geleeddon/122b 19 weweron/122b:9 waeron/122b : 10
tobrudon/122b : 11 dydon/122b : 12 aweollon/122b : 16
ferdon/122b : 16 gesawon/122b : 17 heefdon/122b: 19
stodon/122b :20 swton/123:1-2 frunon/123:2
onswaredon/123 :2 sedon /123 :3 mehton/123 :4

woldon/124b 19 Eodon/124b : 19 scluncon/124b : 20
weron/125:1 eodon/125:3 sliton/125:3
teeron/125:3 hwefdon/125:4 ededon/125:8
swulton/125:9 fuhton/125:10 acwealdon/125:13
heefdon/125: 14 becwomon/125:16 mynton/125:18
ferdon/125:19 reesdon/125b:1 mihton®/125b :6
abisgodon/125b 1 7 weeron/125b : 89 sperdon/125b:9
pulledon/125b:9 hwefdon/125b:11
wundodon/125b : 11 teron/110:5 woldon/110:9
meahton/110:10-11 ofscotadon/110:11
ofslogon/110 : 11 acwealdon/110:16 swulton/110b:1
wundedon/110b :6 weeron/110b:7 weron/110b: 8
weeron/110b :9 ybsweton/110b:11 wweron/110b:13
weeron/110b : 13 uptugon/110b : 14 teeron /110b: 15
fegdon/110b : 15 dydon/110b : 16 gewiton/110b : 18-19
geleddon/111:1 weeron/111:2 sohton/111 :4
drugon/111:5 geleeddon/111 :5-6 gebrohton/111 :8
heefdon/111 :12 budon/111:12 gefuhton/111:13
ongeaton/111 :14 forleton/111:16 ferdon /111 :20
onfengon/111b:1 foron/111b:4 heefdon/111b:6
ferdon/112b : 14 gehyrdon/112b : 15 ongeaton/113:16
weron/113:18 wweron/113b:2 ferdon/113b :4
gesawon/113b : 5 geferdon/113b :7 weeron/113b:11
seegdon/113b : 18-19 geferdon/114:5 weeron/114 :12
gefvidon/114 : 12 ofbeoton/114 :16 weeron/114:17-18
woldon/114b : 2 dydon/114b :2 fengon/114b:11
weeron/114b : 13 gesawon/114b : 14 weeron/114b: 15
gewiton/114b : 16 wicodon/114b:19 ferdon/115:2
weron/115:3 weron/115:4 weron/115:5
gimdon/115:8 uptugon/115:8 wton/115:8
lifdon/115:9 druncon/115:10 flugon/115:12
hyddon/115:12 gesawon/115:15 woldon/115:16
scotodon/115:16-17 aflymdon/115:17
gewiton/115:18 geferdon/115:20 gesawon/116 :6
treedon/116:6 weron/116:13 feollon/116:15
cwewedon/116 :16 wendon/116 : 20 heefdon/116b : 1
forleton/116b : 3 pigdon/116b :6 forwurdon/116b :7
waeron/116b : 8 foron/116b : 10 gesawon/116b :11-12
gesawon/116b :20 swulton/117:1 eodon/117 :12



WIS BT 2 B EEZ R 9 B ORI

2R3 2128 (4) © The Letter of Alexander to Aristotle % H.(sZ 17

ondsworadon/117 :13 segdon/117b :13
swegdon/117b :19 swgdon/126:1 swgdon/126 :2
beedon/126 :3 waeron/126 :3-4 gecunnedon /126 :10
leeddon/126 :12 weron/126:14 gesawon/126 :17
brucon/126 :19 weeron/126 : 19 ondswarodon/126 : 20
swegdon/126b:1 wweron/126b:4 lifdon/126b :5
wton/126b :6 sceawodon/126b:7 eodon/126b:12
weron/126b:13 onhongedon/127:19-20
weeron/127b : 1 meahton”/127b 3 weron/127b :7
weoxon/127b:16 wweron/127b :16-17
ondredon/127b 17 sceoldon/128 :7 weeron/128:7
gesawon/128b :14 gehyrdon/128b :16
waeron/128b:19 eodon/128b:20-129:1
gebedon/129 :2 dydon/129 :4 weron/129b :2
weeron/129b : 2 weopon/129b : 4-5 gewiton/129b : 6
woldon/129b :8 baedon/130:19 scoldon/130b:18
weopon/130b :20 weopon/131:8 fegon/131:11
weeron/131:13 scoldon/131b:5 waeron/131b :6
waeron

b. —an (58 i)
108b:16 settan/109:15 genoman/109 :18-19
onstodan/118b :10 cudan/119:2 worhtan/119 :8
becwoman/120b:5 cwoman/120b :8
oncwoman/121 :16 liccodan/121b : 17 cwoman/122:5
mipan/122 :13 hyddan/122 :16 swumman/123 :6
becwoman/123 :13 ehtan/124 :14-15 cwoman/124 :19
scinan/124 :19 lixtan/124b :3 scyldan/124b :4
slogan/124b .7 fuhtan/124b 7 wunnan/124b:11
cwoman/124b 116 cwoman/125:1 geforan/125:16
cwoman/125:19 cwoman/125 :20 sceldan/125b :
cwoman/125b :6 cwoman/110:18 cwoman/110b :
bitan® 110b - 2 swultan/110b : 4 gewundodan/110b :
cwoman/111:8 foran/111:18 becwoman/111b :
becwoman/111b :8 becwoman/113b :
woldan/114 :12-13 becwoman/114 : 20 noman/114b :
sevldan/114b : 6 Cwoman/114b : 20 cwoman/115: 14
cwoman/115b:1 becwoman/115b:13-14
gewicodan/116 : 12 cwoman,/116b : 3 restan/116b : 6
becwoman/117:9 cwoman/117b : 18 sworan/126:9
foran/126 :14 nealehtan/127 :19 noman/128 :15
stodan/128b : 20 stodan

c. —un (1)
108 :5 weerun

d. —en (9 1)
119:12 gereden/114b:1 tioloden/114b:18
meahten/117 : 4 geweorpeden/117 : 12 wisten/117b : 19
lugen/127 .7 adyden/127b : 15 wepen/131 : 2 abulgen

L. EOEV (BFESEE) »PSRABEERETR
YERFER

O D DN O =

9. Bad) BT A MEEBE RTIETREREOEH
Bl & Lo (LR PR 12X > T L., 4 FH
DIRITFER (—on. —an. —un. —en) DBNED X H 057 L

TWAEDPERET S, H:E1d. LOWNEIHT iEE D L\
HREE # R BFAOEILDOZ L TH S, Davis (1980) |
ﬂ@&%\M)®i9~\%%_k#%%$%kbff
., LOMTEZONZE (Y, &b, 5wk &)
ELTHRRBEVHTH D EERL TV D,

(4) The subjunctive mood states something not as a fact,
as the indidicative does, but merely as an object of
thought. Hence it is used to express wish, condition,
doubt, and the like.

(Davis 1980 : 54)

Alexander’s Letter £ 512, Z B RATHIL L,
(1) TT LKJZ I R RFER OB NI % S hTw
RS \ EHEP U O WA Ll b Ao
T 5, Lf_ﬁ‘o“f AFaTix. Rypins (1924) OiEsefifa
HELSEIIL DL, (4) OEFRISYTE T 560 % b
L. (5) o 45 Bl a8dos e LTH) 2 LI2§ 5,

(5) AU EEAERL (45 B1)

a. -on (32 11)
118:20 scoldon/118b:2 becwomon/118b :17-18
geleeddon/119 : 13 ferdon/119:19 genomon/119 : 20
aleddon/122 .7 geteehton/122:11-12 scoldon/123:3
mehton/123 :4 fundon/124 :2 heefdon/124 :20
weron/125:13 haefdon/111:1 weron/111 :4
drugon/112b : 14 gehyrdon/112b : 15 ongeaton/113: 16
weron/116 :6 tredon/117b 113 swegdon/117b:19
swegdon/126:1 swgdon/126 :3 wweron/126:3-4
gecunnedon/126 :19 waeron/127b :7 weoxon
/127b :16 weweron/127b:17 sceoldon/130:19
scoldon/130b : 20 weopon/131:8 fegon/131:11
waeeron

b. —an (4 #1)
123:6 becwoman/110b :4 gewundodan/114 :20
noman/114b : 2 scyldan

c.—en (91)
119:12 gereden/114b:1 tioloden/114b:18
meahten/117 : 4 geweorpeden/117 : 12 wisten/117b: 19
lugen/127 : 7 adyden/127b : 15 wepen/131 : 2 abulgen

(Bac) AVRT L 912, FURESEEE A R TIEITEE R
LT, HIHEBERBOEEL L AL TH D —on 5732
Bl, FOBRETH D -an 754 B, PIEEEEE B OZ#E
ETHD -en PPN TS,

(Ba-d) OEHFEIH S (5ac) OFIBEORBIZHL &
Alexander’s Letter TI\X, HHZEBEBE M RS IEIEER
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E LTy —on 23282 B, —an A3 54 Bl —un H3 1 BB L
TWb I Ellhbo ZOXHI, BER -on &I\ —an
R —uny —en WHNTETRIFERIPBEHRIAL L. —en D n
D L CERAE L L Tw B2 RITEER 0 KTl
(leveling) &5, HBIEDR DR W720WMEN 2 2 L1135
ABOVH, BFOEWIZLIERENKIE LS &,
Alexander’s Letter Tid. (5¢) @ & 912, FUARFHFHLEL
ERTIEVGERE LT -en 9B -> TV D, 2O MM
5. WEBEH A RTIBIGERICBI B E S L 0K
BERY XIS I E L TRV AR W E839Hh b, L
L. (5ab) 25RF L H 12, HHFETIE -on DS <\
ZORETH L -an bHN T Lh 6, LD EHE
BRI 2 ) BENICH 2 L Fo TLWwiEs ),
O (6) D -on lZET HIEHOMEY TH L,

(6) ... the relatively early and considerable spellings of
—on/-an for the -en ending of the preterite plural
subjunctive of weak and strong verbs in West Saxon

(Armborst 1977 1)

(6) THRLZL I, Armborst (1977) (. -on & -an
DOWHH, HIERE O i o Beis <. SURE B AE
BandEPER e L THIBT 2 LML T 5, U
WEEHOCIRIZBIT S —an OB LT, Armborst
. (7)) ©XH I, HIHEREERE R -on ORE %
BALZLOTHL LI L TV A,

(7) One must be careful to separate here cases of -an

spellings for -en of the preterite subjunctive plural,

.., since this is not a reverse spelling, but rather (

... ) a variant of —on levelled early ( ... ) from the
preterite indicative plural into the subjunctive.

(Armborst 1977: 15)

(Bb) AVRT X H IS, LB EEH A R TEITEER &
LTC-an 4B HBL L T b 2L b, Alexander’s
Letter Tld. EHEBEBEBE RS -on DEETH S -an
DFIEBFEEE DO RN OBEAD T TIZIHE > T B 2
EWTD D,

H LS A R TR R ORI L TE% %
A%, HIEEEREEEZ R TIETEROKPILICEL
T, Armborst (1977) &, (8) @ X 9 2. Marckwardt
(1949) 25dAE L7z 15 FEEO T F A bSO %I L
T AP RIS BIEBZESL —on > -an TH H
) EREL T2,

(8) Marckwardt states that all but one of the eleventh-
century texts he examined show cases of levelling in
the inflectional syllable of the preterite plural
indicative — 306 cases of —-an (as the frequency

indicates, probably the earliest of the three changes
recorded here; cf. n. 14) : 35 cases of —en; 28 cases of
-e; giving a total of 369 occurrences of an indication
levelling of some degree or sort as against 2006
cases of traditional —oz. (Armborst 1977: 10)

7272L. T Armborst D fgHEIx. 11 L ICEFE LN
THERAIPLOMBEEICLHERTHY ., 10 LD T
FAPOHFUIOWTIIHEEL TRV, ZORT, Hil
I R IRIFER OK Lo Z ) 2 #FwmiiT 5
WIEART5TH D EF 2 b Alexander’s Letter O FAHE
RTIE BEHEBEEREZ R —on DAL DIEEER & L
T-un 1P OAHEBL TWDLH, TNz BRITIEMmIT4E
T-an L% >TWh, ZOZ W5, Alexander’s Letter
OFAEAE R (8) @ Armborst DI XIFIT LDk
o TwWh,

2. 2. FRAZEDEVASRIBEERE R EINGERE

W2, (3b-d) @ Alexander’s Letter \2 BT % W F 5K
Y —on YYD EITFER O RB & & HZELOEN I X -
THELISE . —ans —un. —en O 3O EIFERE
DEHIHHL T2 0T AT Do —IRITHEFOBFH
. ZOEHAOHEFIZ X - T bEhE] (18~ V) -
92 bEhEn (1 8~3 %) - BAHENE - ZHIEF O 4 7
HIZoHEENDL, ZOFHEICEDSNT —any —un. -en O
SHEHOEITFER D0 o . HAlikBE RO IROS &
ERBEBREBERO RO E & T T Lz e S
HLRDEL1ER - E2ROL ) o7z (TR
REINLholzZ L ERT),

B1RPSHS % X )2, Alexander’s Letter Tl
E Al Z O CIRIZ BT B —an O HIIZE L T,
LB O JEITEE R O WA A0S 41 B, 554 LB 08 &
3111, #EBIEEF OWE LS 1 6. ZRIEF OW6 5
1Bl o Twd, 2OZEPLHL2R LI, HIHLE
WEBEB A RT —an \ 2B L CTld, WEALEIF OJEITEER
ELTHHTLEENHNET )T ENTE S,

COFERIZ. 10 & 11 A2 B 5 E Lk E I
ZIRTY —any —en. —e OWIUNI—EOME@HH V. 10 1
AT LBy E - WEBIERF O E e L THBLY
LEEDYE L 1R Tl b B E - R BEE)E -
ZHIEEF ORITER L L TCHBT 58808V ETFELT
V% Marckwardt (1949) OFafi % S5 1ICHKFFT 5 b D
Lo TWwh,

—7J. Armborst (1977) (X, 10 A2 BT 5 LS
FHIRAETRT —en. —e \ZBA L T, SEALENE & 59210 E)
FITZOMBIEIIRELERIBOON L NELTEY,
Marckwardt O ik OIBEICIE T IE LR H 5 L RE L T
%o L2>L. Armborst 23R & L T2 HENIIE —an H3E
FN TR W/zo, Marckwardt DfFOETEHETE
TII W Do 720 Alexander’s Letter T 1%, Marckwardt
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£ 1. EIEEEEEO R BT 2 B)E 0 21
LR O A
—an —un
I 3
I
a2 Ak B vV ¥ 26
vV
VI 8
VI 3
AR CHR b B F ) 41 0
1 3
55 4 (b B i 2
3
AN G- I (A ) I 11 0
Wk B #® 1
2 [ ® o 1 1
& Fk 54 1
2. PUEELEEEE ORI BT 2 BhE OiF 2L
ERITERR O A
—an —en
1 K
o i 2
m
G /N () I v % 2
vV
VI ¥
VI H 1
AR (ol & (b B &) 2 3
1 # 1 2
55 2 b ®) G 2 1 1
3 M
A EE (5 A b B &) 2 3
& B AL # 2
7 A B 1
&t 4 9

DI T 5 L) REAPFEELTBY,
—an \IHRZALEE OJEEER L L BT 2E a0 mn S
ERHS P57,

F70 BL2ERPOWLN% L HIZ, Alexander’s Letter
T, FUEEE LB OIRIC BT 2 —an O EBLZE L
Tl WA LEFOIEITFER OB AN 2 B, 592 LEhE O
WED2HEL>TEBY . —en OMBUIBI L CTld, HWEL
BE O JEITEER OB & 05 3 61, 55ZALENE] OB 608 3 B,
WEBEEF OS-G0S 16, ZRIEBFOL G 16l E % -

TWd, HEIBB DR COTHIEN R Z LI1EE 2205,
CDOREAEERD S, Alexander’s Letter Tlx, BUHE B
BHAERT -an & —en OWMBLUII—EOBEANIFED 1L
HTWESoTIWnEALI,

3. ¥ & &

AfTlE, 10K oORDLHEIZEFE IR IND
Alexander’s Letter \ZBi 2 #F 0% R 3 4 O JE 4T
R Cons —an. —un. —en) OERBIEHFRE L. EO
HE - BE OFHZboECOB R S EEER OB N
DR ELR L 72 ZOHME. HIEFEICB I 2 BEEH
ERYIRITFRROBN T O A BT 22 Thb, £
DFEJE, Alexander’s Letter \Z BT % WK E K %~ BT
FEROBNTOFBICE L T, RO Z L5505 72

B9 BEEH AR IRITFERIC BT A & AU
DOIREM X BNI TR L LTIV R WS, HRIZED )
WEICH B LRSI NIz, £ LT HILERFEER LR
FTIRIFEROKLIZEE > TB Y, HHFEEIER TR
T -on DEBETH 5 -an OPIETBFEO LR~ DE
ADT TIUEHE > TWVL I ENGTNoTle T2,
Armborst (1977) 25483 % £ 512, EalEAEEEKE
IR EITREROKFALOF TRD PRI 57221k B %
5 —on D5 —an ~NDEALTH B 2 &350 72,

W, BWEBEE A R TR o A6 % G2 L oE
KXo THHE L. —any —un. —en ® 3THDIEITFEES L
DENHFA LT EhERAE L7, ZOMR, Eiliks
FHEEEIRT —an OB Marckwardt (1949) DIz
NIRRT 5 &) RERASHFELTB Y —an (FHE
fLBFOEHFFER L LIS 2HE0m N L0350 o
720 F7o. MEHEEE-EZ RS —an & —en O WHIZ I
—EDMEMNITFRD SN EHER SNz,

SR OFATH S 22 7% > 72 Alexander’s Letter \Z B
BB & R IEITRERE OIS OFAY 10 L o
WO~ RSB 2 500 EAET A 720121,
Alexander’s Letter & [ OO SCHRIZ BT % @ E I
R RO RG % 5 B LERH D SO
NI L TS HROWRICHES 2 12T 5,

E

Y Alexander’s Letter 7% Beowulf 7z & & F:12LH 5 T
B/ =7 x VERIT I HRAEICET SN2 D
HDHEDORFENPH A D (Jack (1997)). A Fi Tl
Malone (1930). Marckwardt (1949). Armborst (1977)
EHBRIC, 10 ERCRICET SN2 3CH e LT 2 &
129 %0

2109 H 78 1T H D waeron &/ — 7 2 VERTIFFED—
VM FEARE 72 AY, Rypins (1924) =% Orchard (1995) @
BETIZHE WV, AfsCld, 2Bl % weron & LTHH =
LIZT %,

9109b H 1-2 47 H ® weeron 13/ — 7 2 VERTIIFED—
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Abstract

In this paper, we have taken all examples of inflectional endings for the preterite plural in The

Letter of Alexander to Aristotle and have examined them in terms of mood and verb conjugation. We

have found that the leveling of the —on preterite indicative plural ending to —az and -un had already
occurred at the time of the composition of The Letter, and the introduction into the preterite sub-
junctive plural of -an, an existing variant of the —on preterite indicative plural ending, had already

been seen. Further, we have produced evidence supporting the proposal of Armborst (1977) in that

—an was the earliest form seen in the leveling of the preterite indicative plural ending. The leveling
of the —on preterite indicative plural ending to —azn is found far more often among strong verbs than
among weak, preterite-present, and anomalous verbs. We conjecture that the preterite subjunctive

plural endings -an and —en may appear regardless of verb conjugation.
Key words : inflectional ending, preterite plural, verb conjugation





