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Influence of the presence of a dog on cooperative behavior in the public goods game
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Abstract

It is known that social interactions among people are activated by animal assisted intervention (AAI).
Previous studies have reported that positive social interactions increased with interventions using dogs,
however, few studies have examined this effect under controlled conditions. In this research, the public
goods game was used as the task for examining social interactions. The public goods game with 10
trials was conducted with 3 to 4 participants. As a Result of the experiment, the amount of donation
(cooperative behavior) decreased in the second half of the game in the dog condition, while it did not
decrease in the plant (control) condition. The donation amount in the second half of the game showed a
positive correlation with the impression evaluation value for the game partners in the plant condition, but
no correlation was found in the dog condition. It was considered that in the dog condition the cognitive
load was reduced by the contact with the dog, which enabled the participants to make more strategic
decisions.

Key words: animal assisted intervention , pet dog, public goods game
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