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Behavioral and Physiological Responses of Domestic Dogs During Separation
from Their Owners: The Effect of Age

Izuru Nose Y, Masahiro MivamoTo?, Miki KAkINUMA Y

U Laboratory of Comparative Developmental Psychology,
Nippon Veterinary and Life Science University
? Kishigami Animal Hospital

Abstract

Recently, many people keep dogs in their homes and the dogs become increasingly closely tied to their
owners. Consequently, the dogs sometimes show behavioral problems (e.g., barking and destructive
behavior) when they are separated from their owners. In this study, we examined the behavioral and
physiological responses of twelve pet dogs (toy poodles) during separation from their owners in a novel
situation. The results show that younger dogs (6 years of age and less) were more active than older
dogs (7 years of age and over), therefore the heart rates of the younger dogs were higher than those
of the older dog. We also found that even though the older dogs remained inactive, their blood pressures
prominently increased after the separation from their owners. Although the behavior of young active
dogs is frequently seen as a problem, the old inactive dogs may also be physiologically affected by the
separation from their owners.
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