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A Study on “Manegement” of Home-help Service in Ueda city in Nagano Prefecture

Hiroshi NAKASHIMA

School of Veterinary Nursing of Technology, Nippon Veterinary
and Life Science University

Abstract

Ueda City, Nagano Prefecture attracts attention as a provincial city that publicly gave birth to
home-help services in post-war Japanese society. At the time, from the 1950s to the 1960s, the
development of services in the city was supported by people involved in the city council of social
welfare and female home care providers, and ordinary citizens such as welfare commissioners and
volunteers. However, it is no exaggeration to say that the key to the operation lay in securing and
managing financial resources. Services of dispatching female home care providers had frequently
been discussed over subsidies or donations from before the services began. An example is a
discussion at the board of directors of the city's widows' group (Satsuki-kai) held on August 15,
1956. Behind the background, the necessity existed for the differentiation and division of roles
between female home care providers, who undertake home help, and housekeepers, whose work is a
proximate profession.

The purpose of this study is to examine the initial formation of home-help services in the city in
a further multilayered manner, devoting attention to and the relation between the development of a
service of dispatching female home care providers originating from Ueda City and changes in
financing.

Key words : home-help service, plan of home-help service, transition of money, conference of social
welfare in Ueda city, widow's meeting (SATSUKI KAI)
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