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Background of Establishment of Chichibugakuen which is the First National
Facility for Children with Severe Mental Retardation in Japan:

Analysis of Social Welfare Needs and Case Study of Entrance Facility
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Abstract

Chichibugakuen was established in June 1958 has achieved revolutionary practices and has
attracted attention as the first national facility in Japan for children with severe mental retardation.
Nonetheless, prevenient studies have not necessarily clarified the social background and the process
of establishment. This paper therefore clarified the environment and the social situation associated
with developmentally disabled children in the 1950s, using the Diet minutes search system, local
newspapers, local public relations magazines, and a magazine (Te o tsunagu oyatachi). In addition, as
a response to such welfare needs, we devoted attention to Chiyo Wakui's discourse, who is one of
the few examples of a person who actually enrolled their children into Chichibugakuen and who
later recounted the signs of change and growth. We elucidated the practices and thoughts of
developmentally disabled children, their parents, and other involved people in a sequence of the flow
from the formation of welfare needs for developmentally disabled children, the study of
developmentally disabled children, to the establishment of Chichibugakuen.

A future challenge is to elucidate the philosophy of Osamu Kan, the first principal of
Chichibugakuen, the practical effects of Chichibugakuen, and cooperation between Chichibugakuen
and other facilities, using the results presented in this paper as a point of departure.

Key words : the national facility for children with severe mental retardation, Chichibugakuen, Chiyo
Wakul, meeting for “Te o tsunagu” parents, welfare for children with severe mental
retardation
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