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The development of a nursery reared chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes) after joining a
socially complex group.
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ULaboratory of Comparative Developmental Psychology, Nippon Veterinary and Life Science University
YLaboratory of Comparative Cellular Biology, Nippon Veterinary and Life Science University
9Laboratory of Companion Animal, Tokyo University of Agriculture

Abstract

Captive great apes are known to have difficulty raising their offspring. Individuals raised in a nursery
have difficulties adjusting into conspecies social groups. At Tama Zoological Park, keepers have succeed-
ed in introducing a nursery reared male chimpanzee, Gin (GAIN registration no. 0705) into a complex so-
cial group of over 20 chimpanzees.

Keepers minimized human contact and kept the infant near other chimpanzees as much as possible. A
foster mother was chosen at 12 months.

She and the infant met all the members of the group before Gin was put out into the field at 2.

The development of Gin is compared with seven mother reared chimpanzees at Tama Zoo. Gin exhib-
ited a delayed development of motor, social and tool use when he joined the group at age 2 ; but in 1 year
he was able to play with peers and interact with both male and female members. He was particularly
quick in acquisition of tool-use skills, but thumb sucking, which is a typical behavior of nursery-reared in-
dividuals, was observed.

The development of deprived infants and importance of introduction to the social group at an early age
are discussed from the perspective of comparative psychology.

Bull. Nippon Vet. Life Sci. Univ., 62, 68-75, 2013.





