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1. U & (Z

HEFBNC BT 2BEEY LR TEFTFRICEALC
1%, Davis (1980) % Quirk and Wrenn (1957) 7 &, X
CHEHEN TV HEFEOAMFICLH S LH 12, EHH
# (indicative mood) Tl —on 2%, #IH#H: (subjunctive
mood) Tlk—en DVEH#ER L SN TV D, KO (1) 2%
v,

(1) General Notes on Verb Inflexions

Person

(D The pres. indic. sg. alone has distinctive forms for
the first, second, and third persons; 1 p. sg. ends in
—e, 2. sg. in —st, 3 p.sg. in —d.

(2 The pret. indic. sg. has identical 1 and 3 p. forms (—e
consonantal, no ending vocalic), but a distinctive 2 p.
(—est consonantal, —e vocalic)

(3 The pres. indic. pl. and pret. indic. pl, and the pres.
and the pres. and pret. subj. sg. and pl. show no
distinctions of person.

Tense

@ The pres. indic. pl. almost always ends in —ad, the

pret. indic. pl. always in —on.

(% Consonantal and most irregular verbs have a dental
suffix in all preterite forms (herian — herede) ;
vocalic verbs form the preterite with changes of
stem-vowel (bindan—band—bundon).

Mood

(® The pres. and pret. subj. sg. are in —e, pl. in —en.

(@ There are in general but two imperative forms, a 2

p. sg. in —e, —a, or without ending, and a 2 p. pl. in
—ad.
Non-finite forms
Infinitives end in —(i)an, present partciples in — (%)
ende; past participles normally have the prefix ge—
or —en (vocalic).
The whole paradigm of a given verb can be inferred

and end in —ed (consonantal),

from selected items (principal parts) as follows:
infinitive (and pres. indic. 3 p. sg.), pret. indic. 1 and 3 p.
sg., 1-3 p. pl. (vocalic verbs only), and past participles.
(Quirk and Wrenn 1957: 41, THUIEEH)
Lo Lans, BT 2idi 08 Em s Ehbh bk
HERFFE Beowulf AR TH DL L, (2) DX HIT@EEYE
BaerndBITEERE L C—on, —en, —an, —un, —e®
SHFOFERPHMIELTEY, () 1TRESNS L) 2l
B ORI ORI L E R A > 2HHE R L T b,
(2) a. Beowulf 2 beodcyninga brym gefrunon,
b. Beowulf 1212
c. Beowulf 43

wyrsan wigfrecan weel reafeden
Nalaes hi hine laessan lacum
teodan,
d. Beowulf 60 in worold wocun, weoroda
reeswaln],

e. Beowulf905  lemede to lange; he his leodum
weard,

ZF2T, KT, HEFRICBU 2 BEER AR 5
HORIEROIAN S O EHT 572012, F3F4h
HELT, 42057 EZ T 5.
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2.% 7T M ®
2.1 Malone (1930) fth
Malone (1930) &, Beowulf 7z 12 3B1F % %47 - BF

DIEIFER DO LMD EH % FHHELICKkD 72, kD (3)

RSN,

(3) We have good reason to think that the Vercelli scribe
pronounced his —as precisely as he pronounced his
—es; it was the leveling of the two endings in his
pronunciation which made it possible for him to use
—as now and then for the gen. sing. and —es for nom.
acc. plur. (Malone 1930: 117)

Z L C, Malone B3k, HEFEIZHIT 5 —an,

—en R EDWVHW B IHERE Y & (occasional spelling) X

—un,

S5E I BT B EEOFICHE ) ) ORELPEKETH 5
EHPEINTEze RISHIAT 2 (4) - (7) 12 0REW

LD TH b,

(4) One consequence of the fixing of the intensity
or weight of utterance at or near the beginning
of words was the weakening of final, unstressed,
inflexional syllables (see §§3, 198). In late OE
therefore the unstressed short vowels 4, e, o, and «
of final syllables began from about the tenth century
to be weakened to a common sound called schwa
[2], pronounced like the final syllable of china or

(Quirk and Wrenn 1957: 11)

In the eleventh century unaccented ¢ (<z, e, i)

thorough.
(5)
and the unaccented back vowel in which 4, o, # had
largely coalesced, became confused, ...
(Campbell 1959: 157)
(6) ... by the time that the manuscript [the Lauderdale
manuscript of Orosius] was written the unstressed #,
0, a had largely coalesced in a single back vowel and
that this was becoming -or had become confused
(Bately 1980: xliv)
The changes discussed so far above result in a

with ununaccented e.
(7)
phonemic system of three unstressed vowels,
namely /e/, /a/, /o/, but in the case of both the
mid vowels there are important allophones, namely
[i] and [u] respectively. .. From the ninth century
on, however, the above system is further reduced,
firstly by the merger of /o/ and /a/, which is
reflected in the interchangeability of <o> and <a>
spellings. ... Probably only shortly after the above
merger began to take place the back vowel also
began to become interchangeable in spelling with
the unstressed front vowel /e/, thus beginning to
show the gradual development of [9] as the principal
unstressed vowel. (Hogg 2011: 241)

7272 L, Malone 13 Beowulf % & & A i O LA (the

Exeter Codex, the Vercelli Book, the Junius Codex,
the Beowulf Codex) Z#E L Cldv: 5725, HHELICHE
HEBTTBY FEOMFAIZEH L TWEbIFTIEAR W,
EA L“Cﬁjﬁ@i@l’i’ﬂ‘T —an & —un OB % M L

TV eMs, HEFEIZBIT2EFEAOBIFERICET
Wrge s L CidAt+a7% 1575‘25)%}:52_%0

2.2 Marckwardt (1949)

Marckwardt (1949) (E#EE HEEEIC BT 5 85 O Ji 3T

FERRIZOWTEELLE@mLTEY,
H HFREBEBRBOLIRICB VT, HELAEEEE
RS —on T H01%, HISEHEEMSHERETIEA L,
IR & HUHB O X BISH L L TnizEd i
B o OFHENE 2720 TH D ERELTWDELKD(8)
R E N0,

(8) The —on inflection of the preterit subjunctive is usually

BEAE 2 3B R 1L —en T

assumed to have developed from the corresponding
tense of the indicative, although I have yet to see
an explanation of the particular analogical process
responsible for this development. However, if we
accept the general proposition that when there are
points of identity between two inflectional systems,
a transfer of features from one to the other may
occur, a basis for such a transfer could have been
found in the identical first and third persons singular
preterit indicative and subjunctive forms in all
classes weak verbs (ic, hé, démde, fremede, lufode)
and the second person singular preterite indicative
and subjunctive in the strong verb conjugations (dz
rise, bude, sunge) . (Marckwardt 1949: 84-85)

7272 L, Marckwardt (X 11 {5t 1o 7z 15 fEH O 7
FAM2LORBOGERE LI ETEY, 10
FO#DL N EHIZEFT SN/ & SND Beowulf 72 &, 10 it
ADO LA AL 720 O TIlE 2\,

% 72, Marckwardt i, 10 ##d & 11 #AZ IS BT 5 B
BB EEE RS —an, —en, —e DMBUIE—EDMEN
Wb LML TWDH, —RICHELZOBF L, £ O
DTN & o THRZALEYE - 992 LB - HEBIAEE)E -
ZEHIEE O 4 T 5 E b . Marckwardt i, (9) @
L1, HIEBEERE RS —an, —en, —elE, 101
TR EE - #BEBAEBFOENFERE LT, 11
Al TIXRZEALE R - WA BIEENE - ZRIE)E o i EE 2
ELTHHET2EEPH VLR L T,

(9) In the tenth-century texts, 13 of the 18 levelled
preterits represent the strong or preteritive-present
conjugations; only 5 are weak verbs. In the seven
earliest eleventh texts the evidence is even more
striking. Of 62 instances of levelled forms, 57 are
strong, preteritive-present, or anomalous verbs;

again the weak verb classes are represented by only
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5 instances. (Marckwardt 1949: 86)
Z LT, Marckwardt (X, (9) ® X9 ZMEEHI»EL 7D

1, A LEE] & G2 LENE I B W CRITRERE IS L D B

BHORNOEREEIZENDYH 722 &, ROBEESIEE)

SISV ETHWONLZ EBNV e olz/z®, —en b

—on OXHNIFEZETIE R, —on ORFFIIH T 2 @S

IO o722 ENERTH S LREL TS, KD (10)

I Nizv,

(10) In the preterit indicative generally, the ending —on
served to signal the difference between singular
and plural, a distinction more important to the
verb at that time than today because of the
frequent separation of verb and subject. In the
weak verbs this was the onl/y way that such a
distinction was indicated. In most of the strong
verb classes, however, the ablaut variation served
the same purpose. In the eleventh century the
levelling of the second and third principal parts of
strong verbs (preterit singular and plural) had
not yet taken place. Accordingly, the —on was not
so indispensable here as it was in the various
weak conjugations. Moreover, the preteritive-
present verbs, employed as they often were, as
periphrastic indicators of modal ideas, did not often
take the subjunctive form. Consequently, in them
the distinction between —en and —on was not of
fundamental importance, and here too there could
have been little motive for the retention of the —on
inflection. (Marckwardt 1949: 87)

L2L, (9 o107 F A MIBITAH 186

Malone (1930) A # 4 L 72 Beowulf % & e 4 FifH O TR

DEDS —en & —e DBIZGTIHL/ZEDTHY, —and

BIEEN TRV E W) 1T, 10 RSB 2 EEE

WEE RS —an, —en, —e OWMBEN Z AT 5

DI RiEITH L EITEVEEV, kD (11) 2

n7zvy,

(11) Next in point of frequency of occurrence is the
substitution of —an, —en, or even —e¢, for the regular
— on of the preterit indicative plural. In general
Malone ignored instances of the preterit indicative
plural in —an — which are frequent, for example,
in the Vercelli Book — but three of the four texts
he examined furnished 18 forms in —en and —e.

(Marckwardt 1949: 85)

2.3 Armborst (1977)

Beowulf \Z 31T % 2450 - R4 - BIFORITERIC
DOWTH LT ETWS S D2 Armborst (1977) 3% 5.
Marckwardt (1949) & [E#EkIZ, Armborst , (12) @ X
AN 10 A 5 11 M2 AT THUEEEEHE B O CIRIC

BWT—on, —an VHIMT 20I1%, $TIZEBE LR
FOTEEMIXBIDTHE I L T 7282 B 5 O FHEDE
72720 ThhHERBLT N,

(12) Thus, as was pointed out by A. H. Marckwardt, the
relatively early and considerable spellings of —on/
— an for the — en ending of the preterite plural
subjunctive of weak and strong verbs in West
Saxon may not indicate reverse spellings due to
graphemic —on/—an having become phonetically
indistinguishable from —en, but rather may point
to an early analogical development proceeding
from the third person singular of weak verbs and
the second person singular of strong verbs. Here
the forms of the indicative and subjunctive were
the same in their ending ... (Armborst 1977: 1)

¥ 72, Armborst I¥, Marckwardt (1949) @ 11 fit#di2

EhN IGHEEO T XA MR E LI, HHTE

FHB IR T IR OAPALO P TR D L R I - 72248

PIEBZEL —on 5 —an ~NOEALTH A LIEH L TW»

5o

(13) Marckwardt states that all but one of the eleventh-
century texts he examined show cases of levelling
in the inflectional syllable of the preterite plural
indicative — 306 cases of —an (as the frequency
indicates, probably the earliest of the three
changes recorded here; cf. n. 14); 35 cases of —en;
28 cases of —e¢; giving a total of 369 occurrences
of an indication levelling of some degree or sort as
against 2006 cases of traditional —on.

(Armborst 1977: 10)
7272 L, Armborst (X, Marckwardt (1949) @ (9) ®

TRWICEFIEEAR DL ERBLTHEY, EIHEEIEE

EIRY —an, —en, —e O MBUEMIICE L TILAMFE R

12 L T %, Armborst (X, Malone (1930) A # 7 L 7=

Beowulf % &1 A DG RIZBIT B —en & —e D% 5

IZLC, 10MALICHB T 2 EFEREEM TR —en, —e

2B L Tid, 2L EhET & 592 LEhE T2 o HBIEITR &

BRAERIBOLNT, (9) TRENLEMEFHELTNS

EHEFBLTVE, RO (14) 2SNz,

(14) This gives a total of four cases strong verbs
(including gan with its weak preterite eode), one
preterite-present, and five weak verbs (all of class
II). This list of form — including, as noted, some
cases of texts exhibiting only weak preterites
— contradicts the evidence of Marckwardt that
levelling of the —on preterite plural indicative ending
to —an, —en/—e in the seven earliest eleventh-

century texts which he considered occurs much

more often among strong verbs, preterite-presents,

and anomalous verbs than among weak ones — the
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exact ratio is fifty-seven to five. (Armborst 1977: 11)

L # L, Armborst % Malone (1930) S L 72 —en

L —e OBl % F | Marckwardt O FJH R 2 /RIELTED,

—an DB EEN TV AR VnEW) FHT, (9) TREINT

EROETEBETE IRV, Tz, WEEEERT

—un 2OV TEL N T2 wE A AT HTHbL L
Sx5be

2.4 Ichikawa (2002)

Ichikawa (2002) &, (15) @ & 912 Beownlf \ZHliL % 3t
FREERT SHBORIGER —on, —en, —an, —un,
—eDHD—un IZHEBL, =BT 5L —un 3BHET LT
FAMPEEIEINYREOFEEH TORE O
B OREDPFERTRZ 572X IWCBZED, —un 38
357 FAMNUABNCHFEL 727 F A M (exemplar)
bbb o7z D ThH Y, Anglia HEO#EEEEEREE
THHUREPEHNI EZREL TS,

(15) .. we have suggested that —un was of Anglian origin
by showing some pieces of circumstantial evidence
in favor of the Anglian provenance of —un.

(Ichikawa 2002: 69)

L2L, (16) @& 92 Ichikawa bR Tw5 L9 I,
B 2 X EF O HZEAL D E DS —un ORFFICZHESE L Tw
LIrE) DR E, MEETREREIEEL (Ko T b,
(16) Needless to say, this study is a tentative one. So

we cannot make any unequivocal claim concerning
the provenanve of —uz with any certainty. There
remain a number of problems to be discussed. For
example, in what verb class —u#n tended to survive
is a problem which needs further consideration.
(Ichikawa 2002: 69)

3. ¥ & ®

REGTIL, HRFRIZBIT 2 BEEH L /RT 5 MEO R
FEROBN T O A RHT 272012, T FHO L LT,
4 ODFATHIE 2 RBL L 720 T DGR, Beowulf = & 10
HALO LI ORAEICE LT, DT LHIs, Hezsh
TV RERTGREERLT,

J53, Malone (1930) 1%, Beowulf % & & A OE
KEMAEL, ZNoOERIZEHND 4 - BiEF O MTER
DEKMED RN 2 SWELIKD 2, LaLl, ML TEE
M AERT —an & —un ORPIZHEE L T B2 LD,
HIFRIZ BT B OEIFERICE T 2078 L L TRt
BB HDEFTZ S

Z L C, Marckwardt (1949) &, 10 fibfd & 11 fibfd 12
B A EEBREERERT —an, —en, —e DMHBITIE
—EOMEMAH Y, 10 HA TIZRZE LT - B LB AT
OIEFFER L LT, 11 Tl biha - LB AED
- ZHEEOREITEERE L THET 2EE60E W &5
LCTwb, LA L, Marckwardt A% 10 4 o> 1) o Fa L

& L72HBIE Malone DHBIZBIH L7 DTHY, —an
DR EEFN TRV, ZOHT, 10 HiICBT 5 EH
FBFEEEERY —an, —en, —e OWBEN % w0
LD TR TH B LI E v,

¥ 72, Armborst (1977) &, 10 #4212 B A H i
WEEHERY —en, —elCH LTI, WEILEIE & §Y
ZALEF CEOWMBIFICKE 2 ERIIRO LT, Lk
@ Marckwardt DIFHIIEFIER A D 5 ERIEL TV 5,
L7 L, Armborst ¥ Malone 25# 48 L 72 H % 2k12 L C
Marckwardt D TS ERIELTHBY, —an DB E
NTwiwbk w9 ¢, Marckwardt 25484 L 72 @m0 4
TEHETETUIBLT, BEEHBZRT —un 220 T
ELfAN TV RNWI ELED, REGRENHLESZ D,

B #12, Ichikawa (2002) 1%, Beowulf \ZBIN % —un
BHAT27F A MIURNCHTELZTF A bbb oz
LD THY, Anglia FEOMEBEFEIFERETH 5 1 HE
ERENERIEL T 5b, LA L, BZIXEEOMHZL
DEAD —un ORFFIZHG L TR0 E) kL, MEE
FTREFFEIEL (o TV B EABRNT WS,

D EofERrs, SB0OFEE LT, EfTiikicsnT
TR LEONT VD EIZFVEEV —an 2 &0, Beowulf
% & 10RO CHRIC B 2 @ EEE Y Ry EITFEROS
FRIELS, 0@ EE O HAZALDE N % EDEEDH
GLThwRERE)DEREET 52 BT oNE, TOM
AR L CIEAROMIZEICES 2 L I2T %,
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Study of Inflectional Endings for the Preterite Plural in Old English:
With a Focus on the Review of Related Previous Studies

Toshihiko TOKIZAKI

Laboratory of the English Language, Nippon Veterinary and Life Science University

Abstract

In this paper, we have presented our review of four related previous studies with the aim of clarifying

how five types of inflectional endings for the preterite plural, namely, —on, —en, —an, —un and —e,
appear in the Old English texts. We have found that the ending for the preterite plural —a# is not fully
discussed in these previous studies and that future studies need to verify whether factors such as

differences in mood or verb conjugation affect the variety of inflectional endings for the preterite plural in

tenth-century texts, as represented by the heroic epic Beowulf:

Key words : inflectional ending, preterite plural, verb conjugation
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