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c. WhE/ ZR e 1B /& KER Wx/ 2% FHio
TWwh,
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L7z RYHaicid, TREBOFIZ] DX ) IZA%D
BAEAFAIC LA 2MATERL, [RERIZIZHV W,
—75, BrAEXTIE, XI3mBIIz, prasE, ABEEL,
[REBIZ] 2 fifivy, i 2 29 L9 & [TRIZ] [REBOFTIZ]
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[5HT + FETE) + & 5 ]
b. Z—Z— 22 2 Q2)[HFEW+HIT+H5]
(199N &
a JRAE T 2 I HALYDHLD Ih
LR HBD (27)
[5HT + 15 + & 5 ]
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20) [ 5] &AL/ FEXOEMFAOFEL NS

BIAX HFHEX

SKE NRE Sk N &
iiiii{f 28 (100%) | 10 (100%) | 239 (100%) | 36 (100%)
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A Preliminary Study on the Acquisition of Predicative Possessive Expressions

by Japanese-speaking Children

Shigeko MATSUFUJI

Laboratory of the English Language, Nippon Veterinary and Life Science University

Abstract

This study considers the developmental course of the acquisition of predicative possessive expressions
based on naturalistic data from two Japanese-speaking children. In what follows, (A) is the linguistic
knowledge of Japanese adults, which was obtained from Matsufuji (2012, 2014), and (B) is the
characteristic of the language of Japanese children. The results of (B) reveal some characteristics seen
in the course of the development of Japanese language.

(A) The linguistic knowledge of Japanese adults; e.g., the final state of language acquisition

a.

(B)

(C)

In a possessive sentence containing aru “be” or motteiru “have,” the expression containing the
possessor occurs before that containing the possessee. In an existential sentence containing aru “be,”
both orders are observed; the expression containing the place is ordered before that containing an
entity and vice versa.

In a possessive sentence containing aru “be,” the possessor mainly refers to humans. One of the case
particles like niwa “locative and topical particle,” 7z “a locative particle,” or wa “a topical particle” is
added after the noun phrases expressing the possessor. Definite noun phrases or adnominal forms are
not utilized for noun phrases expressing the possessee, which conforms to the definiteness constraint.
In an existential sentence containing aru “be,” a locative expression is used in the position of the noun
phrase expressing place. A locative particle n: is added after the locative expression. The definiteness
constraint does not cover the noun phrase expressing the entity.

There are at least two constructions expressing possession: X {niwa/ni/wal Y ga aru “X {locative
or topical or both particles} Y a nominative particle be” and X {wa/gal Y o motteiru “X |a topical
or nominative particle} Y an accusative particle kave.” The latter construction also expresses the
relation of carrying an entity with a person. The former construction is used in cases where there is
a wider relation between the possessor and the possessee.

The characteristics of Japanese children’s language at an intermediate stage of language acquisition
Both possessive sentences and existential sentences were used in correct word order.

In a possessive sentence containing arx “be,” humans were the possessor in many cases, but plants,
animals, and artificial things were also the possessor in early stages of language acquisition. Few case
particles following the possessor noun phrase were used. A case particle such as wa, ni, mo, or ga
was used in a few cases. Definite noun phrases or adnominal forms were not used for noun phrases
expressing the possessee, or the two children were sensitive to the definiteness constraint. In an
existential sentence containing arx “be,” in the position of the noun phrase expressing the place, a
locative expression was used in most instances. The locative particle n: was usually added after a
locative expression. Definite noun phrases or relative clauses were seen for a noun phrase expressing
an entity, because noun phrases expressing an entity are not bound by the definiteness constraint.
Two constructions expressing possession: X {niwa/ni/wal Y ga aru and X {wa/gal Y o motteiru
started to be used between the ages of two and three. The children’'s arx “be” sentences captured
the relation of the whole and a part and the arux verb was stative. Their motteru “have” sentence
expressed the relation of carrying an entity with a person, and the motteru verb was nonstative.
These characteristics were different from those of adult language. A hypothesis concerning the
meaning of possession as in (C) is proposed in this study.

In the course of Japanese language development, the meaning of an aru “be” possessive sentence
extends the relation of the whole and a part to that of the possessor and the possessee. The meaning
of a motteru “have” possessive sentence expresses first carrying and then possessing, whose meaning
is derived or ‘bleached (Heine 1997: 47)" from the former meaning.

Future directions for research are (i) to test the hypothesis by conducting an experimental study and
(ii) to hold a comparative study by examining kave sentences of English-speaking children to determine
whether there is a common principle accounting for the acquisition of predicative possessive expressions
in Japanese and English.

Key words : predicative possession, child language acquisition, Japanese language
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